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It is with great pride and privilege for me on behalf
of the Pakistan Tax Bar Association (PTBA) to extend
my warmest greetings and heartfelt congratulations
to the Asia Oceania Tax Consultants Association
(AOTCA) on the occasion of its Annual Meeting/
International Tax Conference, hosted by Nepal
Chamber of Tax Consultants. AOTCA has
consistently played a vital role in promoting
cooperation, mutual understanding, and
professional excellence among tax professionals
across the Asia-Oceania region. This Annual
Meeting/International Tax Conference is not only a
platform to share knowledge and best practices, but
also an opportunity to strengthen regional ties and
collectively address the evolving challenges in tax
policy, administration, and advisory services.

As a representative body of dedicated tax
professionals in Pakistan, PTBA shares AOTCA's
vision of fostering ethical tax practices, enhancing
taxpayer rights, and promoting transparency in tax
systems. We remain committed to contributing to
regional and global dialogue on tax reforms,
digitalization, and fair taxation.
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PTBA's publication “One Asia, One Tax” honours the
significance of AOTCA Annual Meeting / International Tax
Conference, resonating deeply with the evolving vision of
regional integration, cooperation, and harmonization in
the field of taxation. As economies across Asia and Oceania
continue to grow, the call for greater collaboration among
tax professionals and authorities becomes ever more
essential. This theme reflects not only a shared aspiration
for coherence intax policies but also an understanding that
sustainable development, transparency, and fairness in
taxation are best achieved through collective effort.

Pakistan Tax Bar Association (PTBA), as a longstanding
member of AOTCA, proudly supports and contributes to
this unified vision. Our association remains committed to
fostering professional excellence, cross-border dialogue,
and mutual learning across jurisdictions. We believe that
this publication will serve as an important reference and
inspiration for policy makers, practitioners, and thought
leaders across the region.

Let this publication mark a new chapter in our journey
toward a more connected, cooperative, and prosperous
Asia — where tax systems serve the people, respect
sovereignty, and promote growth through understanding
and solidarity.

I commend AOTCA's leadership and member organizations
for their continued efforts in advancing the profession,
especially in times of rapid change and economic
complexity. We are confident that this meeting will yield
fruitful discussions, valuable insights, and meaningful
collaborations.

On behalf of PTBA and the entire tax professionals'
community of Pakistan, may this Annual Meeting /
International Tax Conference pave the way for greater
unity, professional exchange, and tax harmony across our
region.

| would like to congratulate the conference organizing
committee and the leadership of Nepal Chamber of Tax
Consultants for organizing such a relevant and an
informative conference in tough times. This shows the
commitment of AOTCA Member Bars towards regional
cooperation harmony and brotherhood.

Wishing all the participants a successful, enlightened, and
a memorable Annual Meeting / International Tax
Conference / Conference.




Tax harmonization and the
adoption of a single-rate VAT are
increasingly considered by
policymakers seeking to simplify
tax systems, boost compliance,
and foster regional integration.
However, while these reforms
offer substantial efficiency and
administrative benefits, they
also raise important questions about social equity. This
article explores the merits and demerits of harmonized,
single-rate VAT regimes, with a particular focus on social
equity measures, drawing on global case studies and
recent policy innovations.

MERITS OF HARMONIZING TAX REGIMES

1. Administrative Simplicity and Transparency. A
harmonized tax regime with a single VAT rate streamlines
administration for governments and taxpayers. Multiple
rates and exemptions complicate compliance, increase the
risk of errors, and create opportunities for disputes and
fraud. By contrast, a single-rate VAT minimizes compliance
and administrative costs, reduces ambiguity, and fosters
transparency. For example, New Zealand's GST is a global
benchmark for VAT design. Its broad-based, single-rate
structure minimizes compliance costs and distortions in
consumption decisions, generating significant revenue
efficiently.

2. Economic Efficiency and Investment Incentives.
Harmonization reduces distortions in capital allocation
and consumption. When different goods and services are
taxed at varying rates, consumers and businesses may alter
their behavior to minimize tax liability, leading to
inefficiencies. A single rate ensures horizontal
equity—households are treated equally regardless of
consumption preferences—and avoids such distortions.

Harmonizing Tax
Regimes and Single-
Rate VAT: Merits,

Demerits, and Social
Equity Measures

NASRUMMINALLAH MIAN
Head Country Program & Team Lead Digital Program
Asian Development Bank, Islamabad

Slovakia's 2004 flat tax reform replaced five income tax
brackets and two VAT rates with a single 19% rate for both
corporate and personal income tax, and VAT. The reform
improved investment incentives, reduced distortions, and
made the tax system simpler and more transparent.

3. Revenue Mobilization and Fiscal Stability. A
harmonized VAT regime can be broadly revenue-neutral,
as seen in Slovakia, where revenue lost from direct taxes
was offset by increased VAT and excise tax collections.
Countries like Georgia and Nepal have also demonstrated
that broadening the VAT base and standardizing rates can
significantly boost tax-to-GDP ratios, improve compliance,
and support increased spending on health and education.
Georgia reduced its VAT rate from 20% to 18% and
implemented a standard rate on all goods and services.
Tax-to-GDP rose from 7.62% to 23.18%, compliance
improved, and bribery among tax officials declined.

4. Facilitating Regional Integration and Trade.
Harmonized tax regimes are particularly beneficial in
regions seeking deeper economic integration. When
countries align their VAT rates and rules, cross-border
trade becomes simpler, reducing compliance costs for
businesses and facilitating fair competition.

5. Digital Transformation and Modernization.
Harmonization can anchor digital transformation in tax
administration, as seen in India's GST reform. The move to
a unified GST regime improved the tax/GDP ratio,
enhanced the business climate, and supported sustained
growth and resilience.

DEMERITS AND CHALLENGES OF HARMONIZATION

1. Social Equity and Regressivity. A single-rate VAT is often
criticized for its regressive impact—lower-income
households spend a higher proportion of their income on



consumption and thus bear a heavier tax burden. While
broad-based VATs are efficient, they may exacerbate
inequality unless offset by targeted welfare measures.

Preferential VAT rates and exemptions are often used to
address distributional concerns, but evidence shows they
are not well targeted toward poor households overall.
Cash transfer schemes, especially universal transfers
funded by broadening the VAT base, are more effective in
reducing poverty and inequality. Uzbekistan launched a
progressive VAT compensation scheme for low-income
households registered in the Unified Register of Social
Protection. The system provides full VAT refunds on
essential goods, replacing previous limited benefits. This
initiative aims to strengthen social support, reduce living
costs for vulnerable populations, and promote fiscal
efficiency through predefined monthly refund limits. A
recent innovative proposal for a "Personalized VAT"
combines a single-rate VAT with targeted transfers to the
poorest deciles, compensating for increased tax pressure
andresolving the equity-efficiency dilemma.

2. Loss of Policy Flexibility. Multiple rates and exemptions
allow governments to pursue social and economic
objectives, such as promoting certain industries or
providing relief to vulnerable groups. Harmonization and
single-rate regimes reduce this flexibility, potentially
limiting the ability to respond to specific policy needs.

3. Gender Equity Considerations. Tax systems can have
explicit and implicit gender biases. For example,
Indonesia's VAT regime does not provide exemptions for
essential goods disproportionately consumed by women,
such as hygiene products and childcare services. Applying
agenderlenstotaxpolicyis crucial for advancing equity.

4. Political Economy and Stakeholder Resistance. Tax
reforms that eliminate exemptions or standardize rates
often face resistance from affected stakeholders.
Businesses benefiting from preferential rates, or sectors
accustomed to exemptions, may lobby against
harmonization. Political will and effective communication
are crucial for successfulimplementation.

5. Administrative Costs at Low Rates. The principal costs
of administering a single-rate VAT are similar regardless of
the rate. However, at very low rates (below 10%),
administrative costs may consume a disproportionate
share of revenue, making VAT less attractive.

6. Complexities in Multinational Contexts. Harmonization
across countries can be complicated by differences in
economic structure, administrative capacity, and political
priorities. The European Union's experience with VAT
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harmonization illustrates the challenges of aligning tax
bases and rates while accommodating national interests.

SOCIALEQUITY MEASURES IN PRACTICE

Social equity measures in value-added tax (VAT) policy are
increasingly leveraging targeted approaches and digital
solutions to improve outcomes for vulnerable populations.
For example, Uzbekistan offers full VAT refunds on
essential goods to low-income households using a digital
Social Card. This system ensures that support is delivered
efficiently and transparently to those who qualify,
replacing less precise blanket VAT benefits. Research
indicates that cash transfers—especially universal ones
funded by a broadened VAT base—are more effective and
better targeted for poverty reduction than VAT
exemptions. Such transfers can generate substantial net
gains for the poorest households by directly compensating
forthe regressive impact of consumption taxes.

Addressing social equity also involves considering gender-
specific impacts within tax policy. In Indonesia, the
absence of VAT exemptions for goods predominantly used
by women, such as hygiene products and childcare
services, underscores the importance of applying a gender
lens to tax design. Digital tools, like Uzbekistan's Social
Card, not only enhance the targeting and delivery of social
benefits but also boost transparency and administrative
efficiency. Furthermore, innovative models such as a
"Personalized VAT" which pairs a single-rate VAT with
targeted transfers to low-income groups demonstrate how
efficiency and equity can be balanced, enabling broad-
based revenue collection while maintaining strong social
protection.

HOW DIGITALTOOLS IMPROVE VAT EQUITY MEASURES

1. Targeted Social Protection and Refunds. Digital tools
allow governments to implement VAT equity measures
with greater accuracy and effectiveness. In Uzbekistan, for
instance, a progressive VAT refund system utilizes a Unified
Register of Social Protection and digital social cards to
provide full VAT refunds on essential goods, such as bread,
flour, and sugar, to low-income households. This targeted
mechanism replaces broad, less precise VAT benefits,
ensuring that assistance is directed specifically to those in
need while also setting monthly refund limits to maintain
fiscal sustainability.

The system's core features include unified digital registries
that centralize eligibility information and streamline the
delivery of benefits. Digital social cards automate the
refund process, minimizing administrative errors and
enhancing transparency. Additionally, predefined monthly
limits are established to help manage fiscal risks and
prevent misuse, ensuring that resources are allocated



efficiently and equitably.

2. Improved Targeting and Inclusion. Digitalization
enables governments to more precisely target social
transfers and VAT rebates by using unified registries and
digitized tax systems, which help ensure that benefits
reach registered low-income households. This approach
minimizes leakage of resources, enhances the equity of
fiscal reforms, and provides rights-based access for
vulnerable groups. In addition, it reduces fragmentation
within social protection programs and expands coverage
for marginalized populations, ultimately strengthening the
overall effectiveness and inclusivity of social equity
initiatives.

3. Data-Driven Policy and Analytics. Digital tax
administration systems play a pivotal role in supporting
VAT equity measures by collecting and analyzing large
volumes of data, which allows governments to closely
monitor the impact of these policies and make timely
adjustments. The integration of automated income tax
filing, IT-based risk assessment tools, and the use of sex-
disaggregated data enhances compliance, strengthens
audit effectiveness, and promotes fairness in revenue
administration. These systems offer significant benefits,
including the ability to track performance through key
indicators, increase compliance and reduce instances of
fraud, and provide transparent reporting that supports
accountability.

4. Financial Inclusion and Accessibility. Mobile banking
and digital payment systems empower unbanked
populations by making it easier for them to receive VAT
refunds and social transfers. These digital tools
democratize access to essential services, including
financial services, education, and healthcare, which helps
reduce disparities and fosters entrepreneurship. As a
result, digital solutions enable a broader reach to remote
and underserved communities, lower barriers to accessing
benefits, and contribute to the empowerment of women
and marginalized groups.

5. E-Governance and Transparency. Digital transformation
streamlines public services, enhances transparency, and
fosters citizen engagement by making VAT administration
more efficient and accessible. E-governance initiatives not
only reduce opportunities for corruption but also improve
public trust in government. These advancements result in
more efficient service delivery, lower administrative costs,
and greater accountability within tax and social protection
systems.

6. International Best Practices and Toolkits. Global
organizations such as the OECD, World Bank, and Asian
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Development Bank (ADB) have created VAT Digital Toolkits
to assist tax administrations in adopting digital solutions
aimed at improving VAT equity. These toolkits offer
practical strategies for addressing the unique challenges
associated with digital trade and VAT administration, with
a particular emphasis on the needs of developing
economies. For example, Uzbekistan's recent reforms
provide a valuable case study: under Presidential Decree
No. 13 (2024), the country introduced a digital VAT refund
system targeted at low-income households. By leveraging
digital social cards and a unified registry, Uzbekistan
transitioned from a 1% VAT benefit to offering full VAT
refunds on essential goods, which significantly
strengthened social support and lowered living costs for
vulnerable groups. Automated systems were implemented
to enhance fiscal efficiency and transparency, while
monthly limits were established to curb potential abuse.

Despite these advancements, certain risks remain. Delays
in implementing digital systems can restrict the reach and
equity of VAT benefits, while fragmented funding sources
and weak tax administration capacity may compromise the
overall effectiveness of such reforms. However, there are
important opportunities as well. Unified registries and
digitized tax systems lay the groundwork for more
equitable, climate-resilient, and pro-poor fiscal
governance. Additionally, incorporating institutionalized
gender and climate assessments into these reforms can
further improve the inclusivity and long-term impact of
social service delivery, helping to reduce poverty in a
sustainable way.

Conclusion. Harmonizing tax regimes and adopting a
single-rate VAT offers compelling advantages:
administrative simplicity, economic efficiency, enhanced
compliance, and support for regional integration.
However, these benefits must be balanced against
challenges of social equity, loss of policy flexibility,
stakeholder resistance, and administrative costs. Digital
tools are transforming VAT equity measures by enabling
precise targeting, efficient delivery, and transparent
administration of social protection and tax benefits. They
empower governments to reach vulnerable populations,
monitor outcomes, and adapt policies in real time. As
countries continue to digitize their tax systems, the
potential for more equitable and inclusive VAT regimes
grows, provided that implementation is robust and
inclusive.
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South Asian countries are taking
steps to enhance their tax
structures in order to attract
foreign investment in the highly
competitive global capital
economy. While there are many
prospects in the region, Pakistan
in particular is establishing a
unique niche. Pakistan's value
proposition is evident when compared to regional titans
like China, with its large manufacturing and commerce
network, or India, with its enormous population and
market depth.

There is a compelling strategic case for Pakistan that goes
beyond the numbers. It provides crucial access to region al
trade routes such as the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC), a robust domestic market of around 245 million
people, and ayouthful Labor population.

Compliance with the Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) is the
initial step for any foreign entity entering Pakistan.
Registration for a National Tax Number, yearly return filing,
and compliance with withholding tax laws on income such
as dividends and royalties are all required steps in the
process. Investors are encouraged to carefully negotiate
this structure, possibly with the assistance of local experts,
to mitigate issues like procedural complexity, even though
itguarantees credibility.

However, its payments are what really interest Pakistan.
Strong incentives are provided by the government,
including tax breaks for industries like renewable energy
and information technology. These actions are intended to
boost return on investment and promote sustained

dedication. For investors, the tax-to-GDP ratio is a crucial
indicator. This differs greatly across the Asia-Oceania area.
At5.7%, Pakistan's ratio is stillamong the lowest, indicating
both a difficulty for the exchequer and a relatively lower
current tax burden for new firms like other developing
country, reliance in on income tax and the sizeable
contributions from VAT and remittances. This discrepancy
emphasizes Pakistan's capacity to raise money in the
future and its standing as a market with a little financial
barrier to entry.

Pakistan makes a strong argument on the rates
themselves. For the industrial taxpayer's, the typical
corporate tax rate of 29% is reduced to an alluring 20%,
which is competitive with regional peers.

In conclusion, Pakistan is gradually creating a tax system
that is more competitive and welcoming in the ever-
changing Asia-Oceania region. Success for the savvy
investor will depend on two factors: careful adherence to
regional laws and a proactive strategy for taking advantage
of the substantial incentives available. Even while there are
challenges along the way, strategic planning, and a deep
comprehension of the local environment whether in
Pakistan, India, or Nepal can lead to substantial growth and
profitability in these exciting markets.

This article presents a comparative analysis of selected
countries in the Asia—Oceania region based on the
following criteria.
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PAKISTAN TAX BAR ASSOCIATION

The Pakistan Tax Bar Association aims to be the effective voice of tax professionals and taxpayers, we have many
Advocates, Professional Accountants, and Tax consultants in its fold. It has a long tradition of organizing Seminars,
Workshops, and Conferences on taxation measures and fiscal policies.

In the last fifty years, Bar has established, promoted and maintained high standard of honesty, efficiency and integrity in
the conduct of professional duties so as to enhance the status, dignity, prestige and honor of the profession. The
Association is regularly printing and publishing News & Views, papers, Periodicals and Books for promotion of
professional education amongst the members of the Bar in particular and citizens of the country in general.

Bar has played a very positive and vital role in formulating, suggesting and assisting the Government of Pakistan measures
for creation of tax culture in Pakistan and to build the economy of the country. It is also affiliated with many National and
International Associations / Organizations and establishing training academy in the near future. Bar is also encouraging its
members for higher education and establishing awards, medals, and scholarships for those members with exemplary
academicrecords.

OUR MISSION

To strengthen and promote quality professional tax practice and assist tax professionals in enhancing their knowledge and
abilities, so as to be of service to the citizens by ensuring availability of due process of law, levy of fair tax and dispensation
of justice.

OURVISION
To be the effective voice of tax professionals and taxpayers.

PTBA 14 POINTS

Mirror policyi.e. for taxfilersand only in case of mismatching of the data, notices are to be issued by the FBR.

Taxes should be imposed on allincomes, and active tax payers list should immediately be at 20,000,000.

Reduceindirect tax, increase direct tax and rate of taxes should be rationalized to broaden the tax base.

Artificial Intelligence (“Al”) in FBR for themselves and evaluation of Tax-filers and mapping of non-filers as well.

Filing of Appeals before ATIR through IRIS-FBR web portal.

Monitoring of Withholding Taxes u/s 161 of the Income Tax Ordinance, 2001 (“ITO, 2001”) after determination of

actual default.

7. Audit / Assessment u/s 122(5A) of the ITO, 2001, if the 2 conditions are fulfilled i.e. if the deemed assessment is
erroneousinso far pre-judicial to the interest of revenue.

8. Notices for verification of Gift, Loan, Investment asking notices issued on the IRIS System and verified on system and
closed it, and if not verified Order has to be passed and in this context it shall be after providing proper opportunity
andreasons forthe addition ifany.

9. Deskauditof Nil Tax Return. Data matching bases notice should issue.

10. ADRinstead of CIT (Appeals).

11. Intelligence & Investigation (“I & I”) Department and Benami departments should only give reports/information to
Concerned Zonal Commissioner and the proceedings will be initiated and concluded by the Concerned
Commissioner.

12. In supply chain if any party is not at any default, the party cannot be penalized for the reason that it is a part of the
supply chain under the provisions of Sales Tax Act, 1990.

13. Point of Sale (“POS”) should be implemented at every level of trading/services/property trading/agriculture trading
activities to curb tax evasion and smuggling.

14. FBR should identify the status of Tax filers' including but not limited to number of non-filers becoming filer & filers'
scoreboard on FBR website.
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MEETING WITH CHIEF JUSTICE OF PAKISTAN
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with the Chief Justice of Supreme Court of Paklstan with PTBA was a 5|gn|ﬁcant
opportunity to discuss legal matters and judicial policies.

MEETING WITH CHAIRMAN SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION OF PAKISTAN (SECP) ONZOOM

In this meeting President apprised the chairman that our members who are dealing with the SECP across Pakistan are
facing challenges which in our opinion are creating hardship for new startups and investors, who are coming to Pakistan
with the impression that the SECP is equally vibrant and responsive. However, they are facing challenges which include
but not limited to timelines, penalties and technical glitches on the SECP web portal.

Followingissues were discussed in that meeting:

1) Obtaining digital certificate for the company and their hefty fee

2) Availability of SECP web portal

3) Updation of SECP guidelines and circular on the web portal

4) Hefty penalties on non-compliances

5) De-centralization of winding up process

6) Simplification of rules and procedures in order to promote corporatization and foreign investment.

MEETING WITH STATE BANK OF PAKISTAN

In this meeting following issues were discussed:

1. Facilitations to foreign and local investors

2.Smooth processes for transmission of dividend, repatriation of profit and payment of interest
3. Visibility to trace the application to get exact reason of non-approval




MEETINGS MEETING WITH FPCCI

opportunity to discuss legal matters and judicial policies.

President Anwar Kashif Mumtaz, visited FPCCI headquarter in Karachi along with senior members of his team and
discussed the matters of mutual interest regarding tax reforms.

Muhammad Suleman Chawla, Acting President FPCCI has agreed to the various proposals of PTBA including to form a
joint committee to promote tax culture in Pakistan, broadening of the tax base, simplification of taxation rates and
creating awareness.

President PTBA, outlined his plan of action:

I chambers & associations should have zero tolerance for the non-filers when it comes

Il. chambers & associations should not verify or endorse those businesses which are not regular tax filers

Ill.  FPCCI&PTBA should jointly organize National Tax Day on 24th February 2024

IV.  thereshould be valid, up-to-date and reliable national tax database

V. chambers & associations should promote awareness in the business community to pay their taxes

VI.  FPCCI&PTBAshouldalso collaborate in research and development activities to propose taxation reforms to the
federal and provincial government




EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE (EXCOM) MEETINGS

S/No. DATE HOST MEMBER BAR

1 9.11.2023 LAHORE TAX BAR ASSOCIATION

2 16.11.2024 ZOOM MEETNG

3 19.01.2024 HYDERABAD TAX BAR ASSOCIATION
4 20.04.2024 SAHIWAL TAX BAR ASSOCIATION

5 06.07.2024 LAHORE TAX BAR ASSOCIATION

6 09.11.2024 FAISALABAD TAX BAR ASSOCIATION
7 31.01.2025 MULTAN TAX BAR ASSOCIATION

8 18.05.2025 PESHAWAE TAX BAR ASSOCIATION
9 01.08.2025 LAHORE TAX BAR ASSOCIATION




MEMBERSHIP OF ASIA OCIANA TAX CONSULTANT
ASSOCIATION (AOTCA)

Asyou all are aware that president has reinstated the membership of PTBA with AOTCA. As the tax is subject which needs
continues updation and professional development. Therefore, to share international experience and knowledge,
membership of international association is very vital.

Our seniors Mr. Rehan Hasan Naqvi, Mr. Younus Rizwani Shiekh and Mr. Naeem Shah were the key source in hosting the
AOTCA conference in Pakistan in the year 2004. To follow the footsteps of our seniors, President after taking charge of
PTBA was eager to revive AOTCA membership and finally we are able to revived the AOTCA membership in 2023 after 15
years. Recent meeting of AOTCA was held in China last month but due to visa restrictions and security reasons, delegation
from PTBA was unable to become part of that conference. However, president has attended the conference via zoom and
share his views and offer full support to AOTCA from Pakistan.

PTBA also bid to host AOTCA meeting in Pakistan for the year 2026. We had prepared a presentation which was presented
during the course of the above meeting and same is available on the below link.

http://
However, Hong Kong won bid for hosting the AOTCA meeting for the year 2026. The next meeting of AOTCA for the year
2025 will be held in Nepal. The next President of AOTCA is from Indonesia.

Hopefully, we will participate in good numbers in AOTCA forthcoming meeting next year (2025) in Nepal.

We,Sahiwal Tax Bar Association (Regd_.__]
() Warmly Welcome IE:I‘BA

Gt AII Distinguished Members
of Pakistan Tax Bar Association

on the eve of 4th Executive PTBA
Meeting and Seminar at Iris Eco Resort in Sahiwal
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Bar slams more powers to FBR men

KARACHI: The Pakistan Tax Bar obstructive to business.
Association (PTBA) has criticised the  He said that increasing taxes on the
increase in taxes on salaried individu- salaried class has added to the burden of
als and sales tax as oppressive. It also  thosealreadypayingtaxes. Additionally,
believes that giving the FBR officials the rise in the sales tax would negatively
more powers will lead to greater har- affect the business community.
assment of taxpayers. He said that increasing the powers of

PTBA President Anwar Kashif FBR officials will lead to greater harass-
Munmtaz, at a press conference held at ment, and the government should focus
Karachi Press Club on Thursday, on digitalisation instead of expanding
labelled the budget FY25 as counter- the powers of tax officials to minimise
productive to economic activities and human interaction—Staff Reporter
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benches for
speedy justice!

TERENCE J SIGAMONY agement improvements,
ISLAMABAD: Chief human resource optimisa-
Justice Yahya Afridi wants tion, capacity building, train-
dedicated benches for expe- ing initiatives and broader

ditious disposal of tax-relat- public consultation via feed- ||

ed cases. back mechanism.
Reaffirming its commit-  The chief justice and the
ment to improving service judges acknowledged the
delivery and expanding significant progress made in
access to justice, the chief these domains and com-
justice, on Thursday, mended the team for their
presided over two meetings dedication. They also gave
at” the ,Supreme Court, them a node to proceed in
Islamabad, ; the matter with a few con-
The first meeting was structive suggestions to
attended by Justice Ayesha enhance the reform initia-
A Malik and Justice Shahid tives and ensure their sup-
Bilal Hassan, -along with port for effective implemen-
Muhammad Salim Khan, tation.
registrar of the Supreme  The chief justice also
Court, Sher Shah, a chaired another meeting to
renowned development address pending tax cases
expert, and other core team before the Supreme Court,
members. The session was attended by

- The agenda focused on representatives from the tax ||

reviewing. progress.in key ' bar and the legal team of the |/
reform areas, including IT 'Federal Board of Revenue
advancements, case man- >P10Col3 |

(FBR} Islamabad.
IDlst.ssmns focused on crit-
lical issues, proccdural
modalities, and strategies for;
lthe expeditious disposal of
| tax-related cases. o
{ “The chief justice apprised
|lhc pamupanls about the,
formation of dedicated
|benches to hear tax cases
l:md stressed the importance
of categorising cases while
discouraging  frequent
! adjournments to expedite
proceedings. The bar repre-
sentatives assured their full
cooperation and expressed
gratitude for the steps taken
10 address these concems.
These deliberations under-
‘score the Supreme Court’s
{unwavering resolve to pro- |’
mote institutional growth, |
deliver timely justice, and '
enhance case management !
for the benefit of all citizens, '
The court remains commit-"
! ted to fostering transparen-)
cy, accountability, and effi-!
I'ciency in its operations.

Forex reserves

> from page 1

the reviewed period, SBP's

reserves grew by $131 mil-
| lion, climbing to $11.419
. billion from $11.288 billion
the previous week.
However, net foreign
| reserves held by commercial

banks decreased by $22 mil-
r lion, settling at $4.657 bil-

lion by the end of last week.
—————————
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2 on forcign property income .
'PTBA for larger
' bench to address
| ‘conflicting rulings’

RECORDER REPORT  fusion over whether rental ance and administration.
'KARACHI: The Pakistan income and capital gains  The association has for-
Tax Bar - Association from properties in the UAE mally requested the forma-
-(PTBA) has cglled for a and UK are taxable in tion of a larger bench under
Jarger bench to address con- Pakistan Rule 3(2) of the ATIR
‘flicting rulings on the taxa-  The Lahore Registry, in (Functions) Rules, 2023, cit-
of foreign property two separate rulings in 2022 ing a precedent from 1997

me, highlighting a and 2024, determined that which established that con-
growing legal uncertainty such income is nottaxable in flicting decisions by benches
affecting Pakistani tax resi- Pakistan. However, the of equal strength can lead fo
dents with properties in the Islamabad Registry ruled in “complications, confusion,
! UAEandUK. " November 2022 that similar and chaos” in tax adminis:

a letter sent to the chair- income from UAE proper- tration. The resolution of this

ppellant Tribunal ties is taxable. These incon-  issue is particularly signifi-
Revenue (ATIR), sistencies have created sig- cant for the growing number
aid that recent con-

on this matter to .especiallyinthe_UAE-mﬂ

nificant uncertainty for tax- of Pakistani tax_teside_nt’ﬁ -
decisions b payers, said PTBA, urging who own properties abroad,
" for clarity .
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governance and accountability;
says digitalising taxation in Pakistan a structura r
will, legal changes, innov

By our correspondent

The Concemed Citizens Al-
llance (CCA) organised a
seminar al the Pakistan Med-
ical  Association (PMA)
House, Karachi, on Wednes-

| RAmLY Can conunue their professional prosecutors general at provineial level,

i e —————
‘Pakistan 100 years behind in
implementation despite years of
digital transformation rhetoric’

Naeem Sadiq says absence of integrated digital systems prevents effective
president of Pakistan Tax Lawyers Association

day, focusing on the transfor- ¢

mative role digitalisation can

play in govemance and taxa- |

hon.

The event featured two
detailed presentations fol-
lowed by a question-and.
answer session with repre-
sentatives from the business
community, labour unions,
professional associations,

A seminar on the transformative role of digitalisation in
taxation is under way al the Pakistan Medical Association

on Wednesday

The News pholo by Shoad Ahmed

form that requires political |*
ation and collaboration with private sector

formation”, Pakistan remains
a hundred years behind in ac-
tual implementation. He criti-
cised the govemment's out-
dated  and  inefficient
administrative practices, cit-

, ingthe example of over 6,000

physical copies of an Eid hol-
iday notification being circu-
lated in June 2025, something
that could have been man-
aged through a single email
Sadiq pointed out that
Pakistan kacks basic data sys-

Maney Matiers, Tho News Incemationad Karochi

By Anwar Kashif
Mumtaz

S

tems, with no consolidated

and civil society. ted "How Digitalisation Can and Service Delivery,” was and ||
Continued on page 14 ' scon

The first presentation, ti utionise  Govemance delivered by prominent social

on Saturday, 17th of May, 2025

. SPEAKERS AND TOPICS

| ERTRE ®

Tth Executive Committee
Meeting

*RE-BUDGET SEMINAR a 2

DR. SHAH KHAN on Saturday, 17th of May, 2025 i

Member ATIR Pashawar Bench

 SPE~YERS AND’-‘PIG

4 ' MR. Fg‘\ﬂ AZIZ ©
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PAKISTAN TAX BAR ASSOCIATION

www.ptba.com.pk
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